
 

 

2018 LEGISLATIVE SESSION – WEEK 6 
February 12-16, 2018 

 
Week 6 of the 2018 legislative session has concluded. The 
House met once on the floor on Wednesday, and then 
canceled their Thursday session after completing their 
business. The Senate canceled a floor session scheduled for 
Wednesday. 
 
Since each chamber passed their respective budgets by the 
end of Week 5, we are now waiting on agreement over 
allocations and the appointment of conference members 
from the Senate President and Speaker of the House. 
Conference discussions could begin early in Week 7.  
 
State Budget Impacts 
Visit Florida Funding. The Senate has now matched the 
House in offering $76 million for state tourism marketing 
next fiscal year, as reported by The News Service of Florida. 
Senate President Joe Negron reported on Thursday that the 
Senate has boosted funding for Visit Florida, from an initial 
$50 million proposal, after receiving revised tax-revenue 
projections last week. 
 
As reported in last week’s Tallahassee Update, the revenue 
estimating conference met on February 9th and increased 
state revenue collections by about $462 million, including 
$181 million this year and $280.5 million for the fiscal year 
that will start July 1. At $76 million, funding for the public-
private Visit Florida would remain the same as during the 
current fiscal year. Gov. Rick Scott has sought an increase to 
$100 million for next fiscal year. 

K-12 Funding. With complaints mounting that some school 
districts don't get their fair share of funding, Florida 
lawmakers on Wednesday advanced legislation that would 
require closer examination of the formula that guides the 
way money is distributed, reports Jeffrey Solochek of The 
Tampa Bay Times.  
 
The measure (HB 495) calls for a study of the price indexing 
used to determine the costs of business in different parts of 
Florida, a standard that is used in determining how to 

allocate resources. Once that study is completed, it would 
go to legislative leaders for their consideration. Additional 
studies would then be mandated every 10 years. A Senate 
companion bill (SB 824) has been heard in one of three 
committees of reference. 

Funding for Mental Health 
Less than 24 hours after a troubled gunman killed 17 people 
at a Broward County high school, Sen. Bill Galvano released 
a plan Thursday to steer $100 million to public schools for 
mental-health screening and services and to boost funding 
for school safety programs, reports Dara Kam of The News 
Service of Florida.  
 
Galvano said his efforts, for now, are focused on taking 
action to inoculate schools from tragedies like the one in 
Parkland that left 15 students and two adults dead and 20 
others injured, according to reports from local authorities. 
Galvano’s proposal would more than double the $40 million 
now earmarked for a Senate plan that would create a special 
category for mental health in the annual funding formula 
for Florida’s 67 school districts.  
 
Under the proposal, school districts, as well as charter 
schools, would have to develop mental-health plans that 
would be submitted for review to the state. The mental 
health plans would have to include partnerships with at 
least one community program or agency to provide 
“prevention, diagnosis and treatment services for students.” 
The services would be aimed at reducing social, emotional 
or behavioral problems in at-risk students and could deal 
with issues such as bullying, trauma and violence. 
 
The Senate’s proposed $87 billion state budget for the 
upcoming year also includes a $13 million increase for “safe 
school funding,” money that can be used to pay for school 
resource officers, among other things. The House budget 
proposal keeps safe school funding at its current $64 million 
level, which is 10 percent less than the state gave to school 
districts for the program a decade ago. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

House Tax Package 
On Wednesday the House started work on its annual tax cut 
bill, a $353 million plan. The House plan would create a new 
$154 million funding source for the Tax Credit Scholarships 
and Gardiner Scholarships. Under the new provision, 
companies could get credits toward their sales tax liabilities 
by contributing to either scholarship program. 
 
The tax package would also reduce the tax rate on 
commercial leases from 5.8 percent to 5.5 percent, a measure 
that would have a nearly $93 million impact once fully 
implemented. 
 
The House proposal is more expansive than the $180 million 
tax cut package put forward by Gov. Rick Scott earlier this 
year as part of his proposed budget. An $88 million portion 
of that plan is tied to sales tax holidays, which has a one-
year — not permanent — revenue impact. 
 
On the Senate side, there have been workshops on tax cut 
proposals, but the chamber has not yet unveiled a formal tax 
cut package. 
 
Recent Appointments 
At its February 13th meeting, the FSCJ District Board of 
Trustees unanimously approved the recommendation of the 
FSCJ Presidential Search Committee to appoint Mr. Kevin 
Hyde as Interim President. Mr. Hyde is a partner in the law 
firm of Foley & Lardner, LLC, a former president of the 
Jacksonville City Council and serves as chair of UNF’s 
Board of Trustees and Presidential Search Committee. 
 
Gov. Scott reappointed Jacksonville’s Hope McMath, 
founder and director of Yellow House, LLC., to the Florida 
Council on Arts and Culture. He reappointed Tom 
Majdanics, Jacksonville, founder of KIPP Jacksonville 
Schools, and appointed O. Wayne Young, Jacksonville, 
director of response and environmental programs at JEA, to 
the FSCJ District Board of Trustees. 

 
Gov. Scott appointed Joe York of Ponte Vedra Beach, 
president of AT&T Florida, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands to the State Board of Education. Mr. York also serves 
on the board of directors for Enterprise Florida and has 
served on the Jacksonville Port Authority. 
 
Constitution Revision Commission at UNF 
The Constitution Revision Commission (CRC) invites all 
interested Floridians to participate in a public hearing at the 
University of North Florida’s Adam W. Herbert University 
Center on Tuesday, February 20 from 1:00-7:00 PM. This will 
be the third public hearing held on the CRC’s 2018 “Road to 
the Ballot” public hearing tour. 
  
Public hearings are free events open to all Floridians who 
would like to attend. No tickets or RSVPs are required. Free 
public parking will be provided. Floridians planning to 
attend the public hearing are respectfully requested to 
observe the CRC Public Hearing Participation Guidelines. 
Individuals wishing to speak must fill out and submit an 
appearance form which and will then be afforded two 
minutes to discuss one or more proposals before the CRC. 
A copy of the guidelines can be downloaded from: 
 
http://flcrc.gov/PublishedContent/ADMINISTRATIVEP
UBLICATIONS/ParticipationGuidelines.pdf 
 
Proposal 44 amends Article IX, section 7 of the Florida 
Constitution to add a new subsection requiring any tuition 
or fee increase for a state university to be approved by an 
affirmative vote of at least nine members of the university 
board of trustees and an affirmative vote of at least twelve 
members of the Board of Governors before the increase in 
tuition and fees could become effective. 
 
This proposal has been approved by the CRC’s Education 
Committee and awaits final   approval by the full CRC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Bills moving during Week 6 included:
 
Excess Credit Hour Surcharges Both HB 565 and SB 844 
cleared their second committees during Week 6. The 
Senate bill requires a state university to refund the 
assessed excess hour surcharge, for up to 12 credit hours, 
to any first-time-in-college student who completes a 
baccalaureate degree program within 4 years after initial 
enrollment in a state university. 
 
The House bill exempts from the surcharge first-time-in-
college students who complete the requirements for their 
baccalaureate degree program within 4 years. In addition, 
the bill modifies the excess hour surcharge for students 
enrolled in a degree program designated by the Board of 
Governors as an area of strategic emphasis in a science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics, or health discipline. 
 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities Matching 
Endowment Scholarship Program (SB 1526) The Senate 
bill passed the second of its three assigned committees. The 
bill creates the to be administered by the Department of 
Education. This program would allocate funds to 
participating HBCUs in the state to provide scholarships to 
students enrolled at the HBCUs. The House companion 
(HB 859) has passed one of two assigned committees. 
 
If you would like more information or copies of bills, bill 
analysis documents, etc., please contact the Office of 
Governmental Affairs. 
 
Janet D. Owen (904) 699-9750 / jowen@unf.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
  
* The Higher Education Coordinating Council (HECC) has set a statewide goal for educational attainment of 55 percent by 
2025. The initiative campaign, RISE to 55 (Resourcing Industry for a Stronger Economy) is designed to raise awareness and 
empower community partners throughout the state to become champions of this goal. 
 

 
Looking Ahead to Week 7 

 
Monday, February 19th 
President’s Day Observed 
 
Tuesday, February 20th 

9:00 a.m. Senate Finance & Tax Appropriations 
Subcommittee 
HJR 7001 Supermajority Vote for State Taxes or Fees  
11:00 a.m. Senate Education 
Senate Confirmation Hearings – UNF Trustee 
Thomas A. Bryan 
1:30 p.m. House in Session 
4:00 p.m. Senate Committee on Ethics and Elections 
Senate Confirmation Hearings – UNF Trustee Anne 
T. Egan 
 
Wednesday, February 14th 

9:00 a.m. House Education Committee 
10:00 a.m. Senate in Session 
1:30 p.m. House in Session 
4:00 p.m. Senate Higher Education Appropriations 
Subcommittee 
 
Thursday, February 15th 

1:00 p.m. Higher Education Coordinating Council 
Meeting 
Florida’s Attainment Goal Initiative “Rise to 55*” 
Finance Report and Update 
Florida’s Attainment Goal – certificates and data 
Constitution Revision Commission Report 
1:00 p.m. House Appropriations Committee 
2:00 p.m. Senate Appropriations Committee 
3:00 p.m. Senate in Session 


